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Well Howdy Ya'll,

Wow! Seemsjust yesterday we were preparing for our spring fly-in, and now we're al-
J ready in the month of May. A lot has taken place in the recent weeks, and | just want to
talk alittle about that now. Of cour se, the most notable event was out spring fly-in April
: ST B 19", Yes, it was a successful one as always, and we had a great turn out. But thisyear’s

Larry Lewis event presented something we're not use to at RDRC. Severeradio interference! Not too
far into the event, we wer e getting numer ous complaints about people getting knocked out
of the ky. And it didn’t matter what you were on, PCM, PPM, JR, or Futaba. Anythingon 72 MHz. and just
about any channel. After plane #4 went in, Josh Bunn and | grabbed a cheap scanner, and headed off to what
appear ed to be, the most effected area. That being, the northeast end of the field. While we were there, two mor¢
planes experienced lock out, and crashed in close proximity to us. AsCD of the event, | knew it was my respon-
sibility to do the unthinkable. Stop the event. So, after a quick walk back, we did just that. All flying was post-
poned, and we held a mandatory pilots meeting. We explained to all attendees ther e was a definite problem, and
informed them it was not safeto fly on 72 MHz. at that time. Though it was hard to do this, | think most all of
the modelers appreciated our honesty, and with the exception of two or three people, nobody else flew on 72 that
day. Also, while walking back to the upper area, and before calling the pilots meeting, | had already placed a
call to one of our fellow members, Tom Albright in hopes he may be able to bring a mor e sophisticated analyzer
to our field that day. Tom was very generous, and dropped what he was doing at that moment, and did in fact
bring his equipment. After setting up and taking some reading, it was determined we did in fact havea strong
level of outside interference, and no doubt was causing our problemsthat day. Also, astime passed by that day,
it was noted to us other member s had been experiencing radio lock outs Thursday and Friday before the event.
Until we started loosing several planeson the 19", most of these guys wer e gtill wondering what went wrong
with their radio equipment. Asif thiswerenot enough, later in the day some of our members noticed a model
plane flying well to the east of us. Problem isthis plane wasn’t being flown by anyone at our field! A quick trip
down the road revealed several guysout in their front yard, knock’n down a few beers, and cheering their
buddy as he flew from a bean field across from his house! All of thiswas taking place within a mile of our field.
Of course, these guysdidn’t think they were close enough to cause any problems. | explained the range these ra-
dios have, and all the problems that had occurred that day, and | was assured they would not be flying there
anymore. Werethey the cause of our problems? | seriously doubt it, but anyone on their same channel may
have been affected.

So, back to our problem. Within hours of the fly in ending, phone calls were being made, and a formal
task team was being assembled to tackle our issue. Soon, we had members Dave Hockaday, Tom Albright, and
Tar Heel Flyers A.B Gentry taking action to find what the cause of all the interference was. Dave Hockaday
quickly had several HAM radio guys working on it, and with days, two major communications companies were
filling the area with very high tech testing equipment. I’ll let Dave himself give you mor e details on what was
found, and how the problem was corrected, but thereally important thing is, they found it, and we're VERY
thrilled to say, it has been corrected. In fact, we've had many many folks flying on 72 MHz, in recent weeks, and
they arereporting great results, and no hits. ThisisREALLY great news, and not a moment too soon.
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Again, | would prefer Dave give the details on this matter, ashewasinvolved a great deal
throughout the whole process. With that being said, | would like to take this opportunity to
thank ALL of our dedicated members, and sister club membersfor all their dedication and
hard work. This problem could have easily destroyed our flying site, and had a deep impact on
our upcoming events. Imaginetrying to hold a Fly for Totswith 72 MHz, being banned. I'm
surewe would still have a great turn out, but there are still several flyersout thereflying on
72. , and they most likely would not have driven a far distance to attend the event. Speaking of
72 MHz, and all. How many of you went to the Joe Nall event? | wasamazed at how FEW 72
MHz. radios werethere. When | walked by their radio impound around noon time, therewere

Mogt all of our membersthat were still on 72 MHz. took advantage of East RC’sVERY gener -
ous offer, and purchased either new radios, or conversion modulesfor their existing radio.
They even stretched the offer of “Cost + Tax” to cover a 30 day period so that members could
makether decision without feeling pressured. Again, most all of our memberstook them up
on the offer. Of course, that offer has now expired, and we can’t thank EAST RC and crew
enough for what they did. I'm also told that “ Horizon Hobby” was VERY impressed by their
efforts, and commended their actionss Hmmmmmmmmm,,,| wonder if that’swhy | kept see-
ing Brandon Hockaday hanging out at the Horizon Tent at Joe Nall?

Fly For Tots!!!
Yes, it’sjust around the corner folks. It’stimeto start our effortsin getting donations, work-
ers, publicity, and all thelittle detailsthat are needed to pull this event off. We'll be talking in
mor e detail at this months meeting, so don’t missout! Hopefully, Robert Vessand | will have a
lot of cool storiesto tell from our Atlantic Jet Rally trip. We're headed out early Friday morn-
ing, and I'm really excited about my first jet meet. So,,,,,,.,,,,» With that, I’m going to shoot this
littlewrite up to Brandon H. and get in a little shut eye before heading out in the morning.
Please make an effort to be at thismonths meeting, aswe have alot to talk about. Mostly FFT,
but we also want to bring everyone up to speed on our field RF status. Thanksto ALL those
who dedicated themselves so much in recent weeksto solve our RF issues, and help keep our
field safe.

-Larry

Seey’all at the meetin’!!!
This Wednesday! !'!
May 28th!!I'!



RDRC 72mhz Interfer ence Resolutions
By: Dave Hockaday

It’s been about 5 weeks since our Spring Fly-in on April 19th, when all of theinterference

was observed across the 72mhz band at the club flying site. When the interference became
painfully obvious during the event, Tom Albreight brought a spectrum analyzer out to thefield
try to determine the type of trouble that had developed. Tom found a powerful intermittent
wide-band noise acr oss the 72mhz band. Several stepswereinitiated, beginning April 20", in an
effort to determine what these problemswere.

A.B. Gentry brought out a service monitor and spent time looking for the noise and noise
source. Like with anything else, an intermittent issue like thisis a moving target. A.B. sur-
mised that it would be a challenge to locate, as it was not found during the time he was
monitoring.

All licensed tower owners and licensed commercial transmitters were contacted within a 10
mile radius of the site. Several club members came up with search tools to help locate these
tower and transmitter owners, and thisproved to be a very helpful tool. 4 different commer-
cial companies provided manpower and 10's of thousands of $$ in equipment to help deter-
mine the sour ce of the problem. Many RDRC members saw the monitoring vehicles at and
around the field. These are people who have the equipment and do this sort of thing for a
living. One suspect commercial problem was immediately located, corrected, and the wide-
band signal that was found during their testing has disappeared. There have been no other
problem sour ces detected by commer cial entities.

An Azden wideband receiver ran 24/7 for 3 weeks after the commercial corrections were
made. It was on an antenna 1 mile from the field, at 130 feet altitude with a high gain direc-
tional antenna pointed straight at the site, only recording the wideband | F output on open
squelch. Thissystem isso sensitivethat it detectstypical RC transmittersat thefield at 30db
over S9 (full scale on an analog s-meter). The only time the squelch has opened and recor ded
anything was when there wer e actual R/C transmittersrunning at the field. One of the com-
mercial groups continued monitoring the site for an additional 2 weeks, and they have also
reported no moreinterfering signals werefound.

A local amateur radio club had several members monitoring as well, in an effort to help lo-
cate any interfering signals and/or sour ces.

On May 10", a complaint (complaint #08-C000197) was filed with the FCC about the inter-
ference at our location. On May 14", the FCC sent a canned reply with a number of re-
sponses for you to choose whichever may suit you. The gist of their reply was: They will not
investigate unless we can provide them all of the info INCLUDING the source of the inter-
ference, the owners of the offending equipment, and physical locations of same. Duh, if we
knew that from the beginning, why would we bother with the FCC?? Whatever, that’s our
tax dollars at work, | guess.

Contact was made with George Fryer, AMA Frequency coordinator in our district. Wewill

be receiving one of the AMA frequency scannersfor use at thefield asa follow-up test. It will be
installed in the shed and set up for continuous monitoring. I’'ll work with various club members
who frequent the field throughout the week to show them how to useit.
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- A 30-day offer was made to RDRC members who might not have radio gear on 2.4ghz, to
sell 2.4ghz to them from East R/C at cost + tax. Thiswas an effort to keep everyone flying
during this period of testing. East R/C could only shoulder thislossfor 30 days, asit costsus
1.5-3% (depending on the card type) for credit card transactions, labor for purchasing/
receiving/sales, freight, facility overhead, etc. Many members used this opportunity to get
onto 2.4 ghz with at least some of their air planes, so everyone could keep flying.

No one can ever be certain about anything when it comesto radio. It iswireless, so the possibil-
ity of an unexpected and interfering signal always exists. The newer technologies do help re-
duce the possibilities of error, especially with the recognition of only your tx, model match, etc.
It’s impossible to EVER make a definitive statement about ANY flying site being absolutely
clear of all interference. When it comesto 72mhz being in the low-vhf spectrum and the zillions
of radio signals mixing all around us, I'll go so far asto say thereis NO flying sitein the U.S.
that doesn’t have an extraneous bump or mix at sometime.

Since the only problem that was found was corrected, no interference has been found while be-
ing continuously monitored by the commer cial techs, the area amateur radio operators, and the
monitoring system at my home only 1 mile away. There has been one instance of a 72mhz PCM
lockout by Dane on May 4" as he flew by his flight station, he regained control, then lost it
again at the north end of the runway. No other reports of problems from anyone. Lots of folks
areflying on 72mhz, every day. We' ve been asking ever yone who comesin the shop and observ-
ing otherson 72mhz at the field, and have not seen or heard of any other issues with operations
on 72mhz.

That’s the update on the 72mhz situation at the field. No signals on the radar and 72
MHz pilots seem to be flying without problems. It is still being monitored, and will continue to
be. I'll update the group once the AMA frequency monitor comesin and isinstalled.

- Dave




Minutes From the RDRC Club Meeting, April 23rd

By Secretary: Dave Hockaday

The meeting was called to order by President Larry Lewisat 7:37 p.m.
President Larry Lewis checked for any new members and guests that
might have been present. There were 20 people were present, including 1
new person who was: Keith Cring
The minutes for the March meeting were read and approved as written.
There were no reports of safety violations at the field.

Dustin Hedrick gave a treasurer’s report and reported that the budget was in good condition and
again, under budget.

Old Business

Larry reported that the field repairs and updates are looking good. Frank Moore offered more
(Moore?) grass seed if needed.

Jay Benson will be heading up a work group to make improvements & repairs to the tables at the
field.

The new signs for replacement at the entrance of the path are underway by Mike Hollowell.

New Business

It was discussed that the person that mows the grass on Thursday or Friday is sometimes meeting
a little opposition when he arrives to cut. It was agreed to let him mow, if he should arrive a a
time when you are flying. His contract is to mow no earlier than Thursday morning, no later than
Friday evening. It isimpossible to schedule a time when it doesn’t interfere with someone flying.
The safety barriers were cut down to alow them to re-grow more cleanly. A discussion was held
about the possibility of planting boxwoods or similar hedge as barriers.

A discussion was held about the possibility of modifying the Associate membership, and it was
agreed to let it stand as written with no changes.

A report on the Spring Fly-in was given. We had 75 registered pilots, representatives form several
clubs, good turnout, good food, and made $1274.00 for the club.

A discussion was held about the interference at the field, and the steps that were being taken to
solve the problem. Larry Lewis reported on the person flying at a nearby corn field, and the re-
sults of his meeting with them.

Clyde Long gave a good discussion on ways to improve your transmitted signal and possible re-
covery during a period of interference.

Brandon Hockaday discussed the 30-day 2.4ghz ded at East R/C for those who needed to get
something on 2.4ghz to fly during the testing period.

Larry Lewis Called the meeting closed at 9:15pm.



On the road with the

Compiled by Editor: Brandon Hockaday

Hosted by Fayette Flyers
Sponsored by
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John Knoy’sNew 98 ’ Bryan Long's New Spitfire

ChrisHockaday’s New 35% Extra 260 My New 27% Extra 330L




RDRC
2007 Officers

President:
Larry Lewis
231-4983
rclarry@aol.com

Vice President & CD:
Josh Bunn
919-404-2332
Josh@qualityplusautomotive.
com

Secretary:
Dave Hockaday
919-554-2154
wb4iuy@teara.org

Treasurer:
Dustin Hedrick
919-559-7153
dust176@yahoo.com

Safety Officer:
Jay Benson
919-217-8959

jaybenson5@aol.com

Newsletter

Editor:
Brandon Hockaday
4901 Pence Crt. Apt. B
Raleigh, NC 27616
919-225-9284
Brandon@EastRC.org

Submittals:

All club members are
urged to submit material
to be published in the
newsletter. The material
must be received by the
second Saturday of each
month. Text iseasily
submitted in the form of
regular mail or e-mails
sent to my address
above, photoscan be
attachmentsin any for-
mat that your camera
produces (or scanned
photos).

Please Vigt our friends and sponsors of theclub....

SEWIDE.

NORTHERN

TOOL + EQUIPMENT

Tehulon, [T

Note from the Editor

Hope everyone has been doing great! It's been a great flying
Season so far. Apart from a lot of wind, we’ve been having some pretty
decent weather! We all had a good time today (Memorial Day), cooking
out at the field and just having a good ‘ole time! | hope you enjoyed all
the content | packed in this issue, and | will try my best to do the
same each month, it just gets really hard to find time. Anywayz, hope
to see you all at the meeting this Wednesday, May 28th....then | will be
going to the mountains the first of June to relax and do some slope
soaring!!!

- Brandon Hockaday
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